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posed the same as the historian’s or philosopher’s
—they are statesmen, and all their measuresare
suspected of policy. If he had not heard the
object so well explained on this fleor; as one of
the people he might have been jealous of the at-
tempt, and as it could serve no real purpose, for

e contended, if they were now acquainted
with the minutia, they would not be benefited
by it. He hoped the business would beaccom-
plished in some other way.

Mr. Mapison theught it was more likely, that
the people would suppose the information was
required for its true object, namely to know in
what propoertion to distribute the benefits result-
ing from an efficient General Government.

*The schedules were now agreed to by the
House, and the bill, with an alteration respect-
ing the allowance to the Marshal of Maine, was
ordered tobe e 5

A message from the Senate, with the bill for
gwving effect to the laws-of the United States
in the State of North Carolina, was reéeived:
whereupon, the said bill was ordered to be en-
rolled, and - Messrs, -GiLman and Warre were
appointed a committee for that purpose.

WEepNEsDay, February 3.

_The engrossed bill for enumerating the inhab-
itants of the Uniled States was read the third
time, and then ordered to Tie on the table.

RULE OF NATURALIZATION.

The House then went into a Committee of
the whole on the bill establishing an uniform
rule 6f Naturalization. Mr. BaLpwin in the
Chair. The first clause enacted, that all free
white persons, who have, or shall migrate into
the United States, and shall give satisfactory
proof, before a magistrate, by oath, that the
intend to reside therein, and shall take an oatl
of allegiance, and shall haveresided in the Uni-
ted States for one whole year, shall be entitled
to all the rights of citizenship, except beiug ca-
pable of holding an office under the State or
General Government, which capacity they are
to acquire after a residence of two years more.

Mvr. Tvcker moved to strike ont the words
‘s and shalt bave resided within the United
States for one whole year;” because he con-
ceived it the policy of America to enable fo-
reigners to held lands, in their own right, in
less than one year; he had no objection to ex-
tending the term, entitling them to hold an
office under Government, to three years. In
short, the vbject of his motion was, to let aliens
come iu, take the nath, and hold lands withont
any residence at all. «
‘ r. HagrLEY said, he had no doubt of the

policy of admitting aliens to the rights of citi-
zenship; but he thought sume security for their
fidelity and allegiance was requisite besides
the bare oath; that is, he thought an actual re-
sidence of sach a length of time as would give
a man an opportunity of esteeming the Govern-
ment [rom wing its intrinsic value, was
essentially necessary to assure us of a man’s

74

becowing a good citizen. 'The practice-of*al:
most every State in the Union countenaticed &
regulation of this nature; and- b&gs it wag
owiag to a wish of this i(ind, that the States
had consented to give this power. fo tlie Gene-
ral Government. The terms of citizenship are.
made too cheap in some parts of the Uniony

to say, that a man shall be admitted to all-the- -

privileges of a citizen, without any residénee
at all, 1s what can hardly be expected. B
‘The policy of the old nations of Europe has
drawn a line between citizens and aliens: that
policy has existed to our knowledge ever since
the foundation of the Romau Empire; expe-
rience has proved its propriety, or we should
have found some nation deviating from a regu~
lation imimical to its welfare. From this it may
be inferred, that we ought not to grant this pri-
vilege on terms so easy as is moved by the gen<
tleman from South Carolina. If he -had gone
no further in his motion than to give aliens a
right to purchase and hold lands; the objectier
would not have been so great; butif the words:
are stricken ouf that he has moved for, an
alien will be entitled to join in the election of
your officers at the first moment he-puts his
foot on shore in America, when itis impossible;
from the nature of things, that he can be quali-
fied to *exercise such a talent; but if it was
resumable that he was qualified by a_know-
redge of the camdidates, yet we have ne hold
upon his attachment to the Government. -~

Mr. SuErMAN thought that the inferests of -

the State where the emigrant intended to re-
side ought to be consulted,-as well as the inter=
ests of the General Government, He presum-~
ed it was intended by the Convention, who
framed the Constitution, that Congress should

have the power of naturalizatien, in order t6’

prevent parlicular States receiving citizens,
and forcing them upon others who would not

N

have received them™in any other manner. - It

was therefore meant to guard against an impro-
per mode of paturalization, rather than fo-
reigners should be received upon easier termns
than those adopted by the several States. Now,
the regulation provided for in this bill, entitles
all free white persons, which includes emi-
grants, and even those who are likely to be-
come chargeable. It certainly never would be
undertaken by Congress to compel the States
to receive and support this class of persons; it
would therefpre be necessary that some clause
should be added to the bill to counteract such
a general proposition.

r. PagE was of opinion, that the policy of
European nations and States respecting natu-
ralization, did not apply to the situation of the
United States. Bigotry and superstition, or a
deep-rooted prejudice against the Government,
laws, religion, or manners of neighboring na-
tions had a weight in that policy, which cannol
exist here, where a more liberal system ought
to prevail, [ think, said he, we shall be mcon-
sistent with ourselves, if, al’ter boasting of hav-
ing opened an asylum for the oppressed of all
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nations, and established a Government which
is the-admiration of the world. we make the
terms of admission to the full enjoyment of
that asylumn so hard as is now proposed. Itis
nothing to us, whether Jews or Roman Catho-
lies settle amongst us; whether subjects of
Kings, or citizens of [ree States wish to reside
in the United States, they will find it their in-
terest to be gond citizens, and neither their
religious nor politieal opinions can injure us,
if we have good laws, well executed.

Mr. Boupinor was against striking out the
words, because he would rather choose to alter
it from onme year to wo years, than strike out
all that respected (he capacity of an alien to be
elected into any ofhce. He conceived, that
after a persun was admitled to the rights of citi-
zenship, he ought te have them full and com-
plete, and not be d:vested of any part.

Mr. Waurrke noticed the inconvenience which
would result from permitting an alien to all
the rights of citizenship, merely upon his com-
ing and taking an oath that he meant to reside
in the United States. Foreign merchants and
captains of vessels might by this means evade
the additional duties laid on foreign vessels; he
thought, therefore, if the words were stiuck
out, that another clause ought to be added, de-
priving persons of- the privilege of citizenship,
who left the country and staid abroad fora
given length of time,

Mr. Lawrence was of opinion, that Con-
-gress had nothing more to do than puint out the
mode by which foreigners might become citi-
zens. 'The constitution had expressly said
how leng they should reside among us before
they were admitted to scats in the Legislature;
the propriety of annexing any additional quali-
fications is therefore much to be questioned.
But this bill is not confined to the qualifications
of the General Government only, it descends
to those of the State Governments; it may be
doubly questioned how far Congress has.the
power to declare what residence shall entitle
an alien to the right of a seat in the State Le-
gislatures.

The reason of admitting foreigners to the
rights of citizenship among us is the encourage-

ment of emigration, as we have a lurge tract of

country to people. Now, he submitted to_the
sense of the committee, whether a tecm, so long
as that prescribed in the bill, would not tend
to restrain rather than encourage emigration?
It has been said, that we ought not to admit
them to vote at our elections. Will they not
have to pay taxes from the time they settle
amongst us? And is it not a principle that
taxation and representation ought to go hand
and hand? Shall we then restrain a man from
having an agency in the disposal of his own
money? It has been also observed, thit per-
sons might come and reside amongst us for
some time, and then leave the coundry; he did
not doubt that such- might be the case, but it
was not presumable, that after they had once
taken an oath that they meant to reside here,

and had become citizens, that they would re-
turn as soon as the occasion which required
their absence had terminated.

Mr. Mapison.—When we are considering
the advantages that may result fiom an easy
mode of naturalization, we ought alse to con-
sider the cautious necessary lo guard against
abuscs. It is no doubt very desirable that we
should hold out as many indncements as possi -
ble for the worthy part of mankind to come and
settle amongst us, and throw their fortunes in-
to a common lot with ours. But why is this de-
sirable? Not merely to swell the catulogue of
people.  No, sir, it is to increase the wealth
and strength of the community; and those who
acquire Lhe rights of citizenship, without add-
ing to the strength or wealth of the community
are not the people we are in want of. And
what is proposed by the amendment is, that they
shall take nothing more than an oath of fidelity,
and declare their intention to reside in the
United States. Under such terms, it was well
observed by my colleague, aliens mightacquire
the right of citizenship, and return to the coun-
try from which they came, and evade the laws
intended to encourage the commerce and indus-
try of the real citizens and inhabitants of Ame-
rica, enjoying at the same time all the advan-
tages of citizens and aliens. .

should be exceedingly sorry, sir, that our
rule of naturalization excluded a single per-
son of good fame that veally meant to incorpo-
rate himself into our society on the other hand,
1 do not wish that any man should acquire the
privilege, but such as would be a real addition
to the wealth or strength of the United States.
1t may be a question of some nicety, how far.
we can make our law to admit an alien to the
right of citizenship, step by step; but*there is

no doubt we may, and ought to require resi-

dence as an essential. .

Mr., SmitH, of South Carolina, theught some
restraints proper, and that they woul&t_end to
raise the Gouvernment in_the ovpinion of good
men, who are desirous of emigrating; as for
the privilege of electing, or being elected, he
conceived a man ought to be some time in the
country before he could pretend to exercise 1t.
What “could he know of the Government the
moment he landed? Little or nothing: how
then could he ascertain who was a proper per-
son to legislate or judge of the laws?  Certainly
gentlemen would not preteud to bestow a pri-
vilege upon a man which he is incapable of
using? B

How far the Government may admit a man
to the rights of citizenship by progression, 18
called in question. The Constitution vests 1n
Congress the power to establish a uniform rule
of naturalization; it is not various rules they
have the power to make, but one complete uni-
form rule; now, is it one rule, if a man is ad-
mitted progressively? It is; because it is only
part of a rule, that a man_shall be entitled fo
certain privileges at the end of one year’s resi-
dence. Another part is to give more 1n two
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years, and the whole is completed at the end |into a seaport towp; for example, from a neigh.
of three years. The naturalization laws of | boring colony intv. the State of New York, will:

Carolina proceed upom this plan: they do not
there conceive it proper to give the complete
right at once; they give citizenship for certain
purposes at first, extending them afterwards as
the person is fitted to receive them. 7
The intention of the present motior is, to
vnable foreigners to come here, purchase and
hold lands; but this will go beyond what the
mover has required, and therefore it will be
better to draught a separate clause, admitting
them te purchase and held lands upon a quili-
fied tenure and pre-emption right, thad thus
admit them at once to interfere in our pelitics.
The qaality of being a freeholder is requisite,
in sume Stafes, to give a map a -title to vote

for corporation and parish officers. Now, if-| I

every emigraal who purchases -a small lot, but
for which perhaps he has not paid, hecomes in
& moment qualged to mingle in their parish or
corporation politics, it is pessible it may create
great uneasiness in neighborhoods which have
Been lmll_f accustomed to live in peace and unity.
Mr. HarTLEY S2id, that the subject had em-
glo ed his thoughts for some time, and that he
made up his mind in favor of requiring a
term of residence. The experience of all na-
tions, and the Cunstitution of most of the Sfates
induced the same opinign. An alien has uo
right to hold lands in any country, and if they
are admitted to do it in this, we are authorized
to annex to i such cenditions as we think pro-
ﬁ'. If they are unreasonable, they may de-
t the object we have ia view, but they have
no right to complain; yet, conssidering the cir-
cumstances of this country, he was favecable to
easy terms of admission, because, he thought,
it might be some inducement to foreigners to
come and seifle among us. It has been re-
marked, that we must admit those whom we
call citizens to all the rights of citizenship at
onee, This opinivn, he presumed, was not
well founded; the practice of this country in
no instance warrants it. The Coustitutions of
the severa!l States admit aliens to the privilege
of citizenship, step by step; they generally re-
quire a residence for a certain time, before they
are admitted to vote at elections; some of them
- apuex to it the condition of payment of taxes
and other qualifications; but believed none
of the States render a foreigner capable of being
elected to serveina legisﬁltive capacity, with-
out a probation of some years, This kind of
exception is also coutemplated in the Constitu-
tion of the United States. It ia there reguired,
that a person shall be so many years an inhabi-
tant before he can be admitted to the trust of
legislating for the society. He theught, there-
fore, that this part of the objection is not well

au%qrted. . .

ith respect to the pohc-{ of striking out the
words altogether from the clause, and requiring
no residence before a man is admitted to the
righis of election, the objections are obvious.
If, at any time, a number of people emigrate

they not, by taking the oalh of .allegiance, he
able to decide the fate of an’ election contrary
to the wishes and inclinations of the‘real citi-
zens? And are gentlemen disposed to throw

such an undue influence into the hands of fo- -

reigrers? Besides, they will acquire a capa-’
city of evading your revenue laws, in ed-for-
the encouragement of the citizens. [ have.
mentioned this. example, and might enumerate.
many others, to point out the impropriety «
this policy; but presuming them to be within
every gentleman’s kunowledge,
Iaré‘e’_uﬁon it. L R
Yith respect to the propriety of epabling
f_orefners to acquire and hold lands on.a qua-
lﬁe tenure, I have no objection fo suelia
clause. . -
Mr. Warre doubted whether the constitytion.
authorized Congress to say on what terms dliens
or citizens should held lands in the respective
States; the power vested.by (he Constitution in
Congress, respecting the subject now :hefore
the E‘H.ouse, extend to nothing more than
making a uniform rule of naturalization. Af
ter a person has once become a_citizen, thé
power of Congress ceases to operate upon him;
the rights and privileges of citizens ia the seve-.
ral States belong to those States; but a cifizen
of one State is entitled to all the privileges and
immunities of the citizens in the several States.
Now, if any State in the Union should choose
to prohibit its citizens from the privilege of
holding real estates, without a residence of a-
greater nutaker of years than should be thought
proper by this House, they could do it, and no
authority of the Government, he ap,preigen@gﬁa
could enforce an obedience fo a pegglgt{wn ot
warranted by the constitulion. So, in the cage.
of elections, if the constitution of a parfigular.
State requires four, five, or six years résidence,
before a man is admitted te acquire 2 legisla-
tive capacity, with respect to the State Govern-
ment, he must remain there that length of time,
notwithstanding you may declare he shal be
eligible after a residence of two years; all,
therefore, that the House have to do on this
subject, i to fonfine themselves (o an. uniform

rule of naturalization, and not to a general de-
finition of what constitutes the rights of cifi- T

zenship in the several States. .
Mr. Jacxson conceivel the present subject to
be of high importance to the respectability and
character of the American name; the venera-
tion he had for, and the attachment he had to,
this country, madehim e)_rtremel{[anx_lous topre-
serve its good fare frominjury, He hoped to see
the title of a citizen of Amgrica as highly ve-
nerated and respected as was that of a cilizen

of old e. I am clearly of opinion, tha

rather than have the common class of . i
upers, and ether outcasts of Eu that we

Eaad better be as we are, and trust to natu-

ral increase of our

pagulation for inhabitants.
If the motion made

y the gentleman from

I shall not en- -
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South Carolina, should obtain, such e will
find an easy admission indeed to the nghts of
citizenship; much too easy for the interests of
the peeJrle of America. Nay, sir, the terms
required by the bill on the tabie are, in m
mind, too easy. - I think, before 3 man is ad!
mitted to enjoy the high and inestimable privi-
of a citizen of America, that something
more than 2 mere residence amongst us is ne-
cessary.. I think he ought to pass some time
i a state of probatior, and at the end of the
term, be able to bring testimonials of a proper
and decent behavior; no man, who would be
-a credit to the commaunity, could think sach
terms difficult or-indelicate: if bad men should
be dissatisfied on this account, and should de-
cline to emigrate, the regulation will have a be-
neficial effect; for we had better keep such out
of ythe countri than admit them finte it. [
that an amendment of this kind
b e and proper; all the diffi-
culty will be to determine how a proper certifi-
cate of good behaviour should be obtained; [
think it might be done by vesting the power in
the grand jury or district courts to deterpine on
the character of the man, as they should find it.
Mr. Pace.—1 observed before, Mr. Chair-
man, that the Eurcpean policy did not :pply to
the United 8tates, I gave my reasons for it;
tl::{ are such as have not been controverted,
and I presume cannot.
- With respect to the idea of excluding bad
men from the rights of citizenship, I look upon
it -as impracticable; hard terms of admission
may exclude good men, but will not keep out
one of the wretches alluded to; they will come
in varions forms, and care little about citizen-
ship. If we make use of the grand jury for
this purpose, as proposed by the member from
Georgia, (Mr. Jackson,) we must, to complete
the plan, autherize the grand jury to indict
such emigrants as are unworthy to become
citizens, and expel them. We must add an
inquisition, and as it will not be sufficient for
our views of having immaculate citizens, we
should add censors, and banish the immoral
from amongst us. Indeed, sir, I fear, if we go
on'as is propused now, in the infancy of our
republic, we shall, in time, require a test of
faith and politics, of every person who shall
come into these States, As to any precautions
inst admitting strangers to vote at elections,
?&:ugh 1 think them of less importance than
some gentlémen, | object not to them; hut con-
tend, lhat every man, upon coming inta the
States, and taking the oath of allegiance to the
Government, aund declaring his desire and in-
tention of residing therein, ought to be enabled
to purchase and hold lands, or we shall discou-
rage many of the present inhabitants of Europe
from becoming inhabitants of the United States.
Mr. LawreNce.—We are anthorized to es-
{ablish a uniform rale of naturalization; but
what are the.effects resutting from the admis-
sion of persons to citizenship, is another con-
cern, and depends upon the constitutions and

laws of the States now in eperation. | have
therefore an objection to that part of the bill
whlcb.respects.ﬂ_le qualification of thé members
of the State Legislatures. But with respect to
residence, before a man is admitted, } am of
?,pmmn with the gentleman frem Virginia, (Mr.
AGE,) at least 1t may be questioned, whether
any goed can resalt from it, to compensate for
the evil it may effect by restraming emigration.
The gentleman has said he woold admit pene
but such as woeld add te the weahh or strensth
of the nation. Every who comes among
us mast do one or the other;if he bri utoney,
or other property with him, he evidently in-
creases the cenmeral mass of wealth, aud if he
brings an able body, his labor will be prodac-
tive of national wealth, and an addition te our
domestic strength. C tly, every per-
son, rich or poor, must fo our wealth and
strenﬁ:h 0 a greater or less .
W J_nerthere shall be any particelar regu-
lation with respect to the charactet of the man
who is to be nataralized, will be an after con-
sideration; bat I think it will be sufficient that
weare able, by laws, to restrain and regulate
the conduct of an mdivideal. Nor do I believe,

sir, there is any just ground of
that people will come te this citym::
Scetia, ar any ether part of the world, in bodies
of three or four thousand, to turn our elections,
or interfere in our politics. And ‘while fam
free from these apprehensions, and suppose that
the true policy of this country is to make the
terms of admission easy, in order to people our
country, I shall be agatnst every measare which
has a tendency to throw obstacles is the way.
‘Mr. Tuvexer had ne object im making his
motion, but to enable people to hold fands, whe
came from abroad to settle in the United States.
He was otherwise satisfied with the claase, so
far as it made residence a term of admissien to
the privilege of election; but there wasa seem=>
ing contradiction in making them freeholders,
and, at the same time, exefuding them from the
performance of duties annexed to that class of
citizens. He thought the citizens had a right
to require the performance of such duties, by
every person wﬁo was eligible under their State
laws and constitations. Now, il the motion
could be medified in any way to accumphish his
object with consistency, he would cheerfully
acquiesce therein.

As to the privilege of being elected to office,
he was of opinion, the term of three or four
years was a terin sufficiently short to acquire it
in; it was a much easier method of obtaining
citizenship, than was practised by other nations:
neither would he object to any precaution being
introduced into the bill, that had a tendency to
prevent the admission of bad men, i’ such pre-
caution could be devised, consistent with thy
constitutional power, and could be carried
into easy and safe execation. The mode men-
tioned by the gentleman from Georgia, of & re-
commendation by the grand jary, or district
court, would throw a very great embarrassment
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into the way of an emigrant’s becomiog a citi-
zen; but if some more eligible mode can be de-
vised, of making the inhabitants of the United
States a select society of good moral men, he
was ready to agree (o 1t, yet he almost despaired
of its being accomplished.

He had no doubt the Government had a right
to make the admission to citizenship progres-
sive, the Constitution pointed out something of
this kind, by the different ages and terms of
residence they annexed to the right of holdin
a seat’in this House and in the Senate, and o
being chosen President. No inhabitant can
becorue President of the United States, unless
he has been aninhabitant fourteen years; which
plainly infers that he might have beena citizen
for other purposes, with a shorter residence.
Baut it goes still further, it enables Congress to
dictate the terms of citizemship to foreigners,
and to prevent them from being admitted to the
full exercise of the rights of citizenship by the
(éneral Government; because it declares that
no other than a nmatural born citizeu, or a citi-
zen at the time of the aduption of this constitu-
tion, shall be eligible to the office of President.

With respect to their interference with the
State Gavernments, he believed it to be mpro-

r; and hoped, therefore, that the bill would

confined solely to the objects of the General
Government. .

Mr-Mabison remarked, that the arguments
had extended themselves beyomd the: simple
question before the committee, and called into
view matters of considerable importance, but
of which, at this time, he did not mean to give
an opinion. Whether residence is, or is not, a
proper quality to beattached to a citizen, is the
question? In his own miod, he had no doubt
but residence was a proper pre-requisite,and he
was prepared to decide in favor of it.

Mr. Smrs, {S. C.) hoped the question would
not be put to-day, as he wished to reflect fur-
ther on the subject. A variety of observations
had been made, which merited the serious at-
tention of the committee; he would suggest ano-
ther. An alien, in Great Britain, is not per-
mitted to inherit, or hold real estate for his own
use; consequently, a citizen of the United
States, and a subject of Great Britain, would
not be on an equal fooﬁniwi_th respect to estates
descended to them by inheritance. He thought
this, and ether weighty observations, would
induce the House to postpone the subject till
to-morrow. . .

. Mr.Sepewick was against the indiscriminate
admission of foreigners to the highest rights of
human pature, upon-terms so incompetent to
secure the society from being overrun with the
oum” the& Eumw;-_hestdm %s, the ‘po:gcy of s;_at--

i vacapt territory by emigration is-of a
| nature. . He believed, 'lgn the United
the human species might be multiplied
by am and convenient e, than
w before the-comwittee. - He was well satis-
for himself, that there existed no. absolute

necessity of peopling it in this way; amd, if
there was no absolute necessity, he thought
Congress might use their discretion, and-admit
none but re%utnble and worthy characters; sneh
only were fit for the society into which they
were blended. The citizens of Americd pre--
ferred this country, because it is to be prefer-
red; the like principle he wished might be leld
by every man who came from Europe to- reside
here; but there was at least some grounds to
fear the contrary; their sensations, impregnated
withprejudices of education, acquired under mo-
narchical and aristocratical Governments, may
deprive them of that zest for pure republicanism;
which is necessary in order to taste its benefi-
cence with that gratitude which we feel on the
occasion. Some kind of bation, as it has
been termed, is absolutely requisite, to eriable
them to feel and be sensible of the blessing.
‘Without that probation, he should be sorry to
see them-exercise a right which we have glori-
ously struggled to attain. c R
r. BurkE thought it of importance to fill ‘the
country with useful men, such.as farmers, me-
chanics, and wanufacturers, and, therefore,
would hold vut every encouragement to them to
emigrate to America. This class he would re-
ceive on liberal terms; and he was satisfied
there would be room enough for them, and for
their posteri{y, for five hundred years to come,
There was another class of men, whom he did
not think useful, and he did not care what im-
pediments were thrown in their way; such as.
your European merchants, and factors of mer-
chants, who come with a view of remaining so
long as will enable them to acquire a fortune,
and then they will leave the coun_t?'., and carry
off all their property with them. These people
injure us more than they do us good, and, ex-
cept in this last sentiment, [ can compare them
to nothing but leeches. They stick tous until
they get their fill of our best blood, and then
they fall off and leave us. Ilook upen the pri-
vilege of an American citizen o be an honor-
able one, and it ought not to be thrown away
upon such people. "There is-another class also
that I would interdict, that is, the convicts and
criminals which they pour out of British jails.
I wish sincerely some mode could be adopted
to prevent the importation of such; but that,
perhaps, is not in our power; the introduction
of-them ought tobe considered as a high misde-
meanor, . )
Mr. StoNE had no doubt butan alien might
be admitied to the rights of citizenship, step by
step; but he questioned the power of the House
to say that a man shall be citizen for certan
purposes, as it respects the individual Staie Go-
vernmenits; he concluded that the laws-and
constitutions of the States, and the constitu-
tion and laws of the United States; would trace
out the steps by which they should acquire cer-
tain defrees of -citizemship. Congress may
point eut a uniferm rule of naturalization; but
‘cannot say what shall be the effect of that natu-

ralizationf; as it vespeets the particular States,
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Congress cannot say that foreigners, naturaliz-
ed under a gneral law, shall be entitied to pri-
vileges which the States withhold from native
citizens. -

Mr, Boupinor.—An exchange of sentiment
on_thie floor I find always tends to throw more
light on a subject than is generally to be ob-
tained in any other way. ut\as the subject
is not yet fully elucidated, I shail be in favor of
letting it remain undecided till -to-morrow, for
which reason, I move the committee to rise.

This motion being put, the committee rose,
and reported progress, after which the House
adjourned.

'Tuorspay, February 4.
RULE OF NATURALIZATION.

The House again resolved itself into a Com-
mitte of the whole on the naturalization bill.
Mr. Barpwin in the chair.

Mr. Tucker’s motion was still before the
committee. .

The committee being about to take a question
on the motton,

Mr. Pace wished it delayed until ke saw the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Burks)
1n his place.

Mr. S»ath, (of S. C.) said, he believed the
object of his colleague was nothing more than
to let foreigners, on easy terms, be. admitted to
hold lands; that this object could be better ef-
fected by introducing a clause to that purpose,
and he I‘Zad no_doubt but it would he equally
satisfactory to his colleague.

Mr. GoopuuE was against the motion, be-
cause it made our citizenship too cheap; after it
was decided against, he would move to make
the term two g:ars,. instead of one, before an
alien should be entitled to the privilege of a
citizen.

Mr. Stone.—I would let the term of resi-
dence be Ionf enough to accomplish two ob-
jects, before I would consent to admit a fo-
reigner to have any thing to do with the politics
uof this country. First, that he should have an
opportunity of knowing the circumstances of
our Government, and 1n consequence thereof,
shall have admitted the truth of the principles
we hold. Second, that he shall have acquired
a taste for this kind of Government. And in
order that both these things may take place, in
such a full manner as to make him worthy of
admission into vur society, I think a term of
four or seven years ought to be required. A
foreigner who comes here is not desirous of in-
terfering immediately with our politics; nor is
it proper that he should. His emigration is go-
verned by a different principle; he is desirous
of obtaining and hulding property. I should
have no objectiou to his doing this, from the
first moment he sets his foot on shore in Ame-
rica; but it appezrs to me, that we ought to be
cautious how we admit emigrants to the other
privileges of citizenship, and that for a reason
uot yet mentioned; perhaps it may allyde to the
next generation more than to this, because the

present inhabitants, or mest of them, have been
engaged in a dous, sud expensive
war. They have active in rearipg nndn
present Government, and feel, perbaps, a land-
able vanity in having effected what the most

sanguine hardly dared to.contemplate. There
is no danger of these people losing what they so
greatly esteem; but “the admission of a great

number of foreigners to all the places of Govern-
ment, may tincture the system with the dregs
of their former habits, and corrupt what we be-
lieve the most pure of all human institutions.

Mr. JacksoN.—It was observed yesterday,
Mr. Chairman, that we conld not modify or
confine our terms of maturalization; that we
could not admit an alien to the rights of citizen-
ship progressively. I shall take the fiberty of
supporting the contrary dectrine; which [ con-
tend for, by a reference to the very accurate
commentator on the laws of England, Justice
Blackstone, I, 10.—** Naturalization,” stpys he,
“ cannot be performed but by an act of Parlia-
ment; for by this an slien is put in exac% the
same state as if he had been born in the King’s
legiance, ezcept only, that he is incapable, as
well as a denizen, of being a member of the
Privy Council, or Parliament, holding offices,
grants, &c. No bill for patoralization cau be
received in either House of Parliament without
such disabling clause in it.>? So that here we

, in that nation from which we derive most
of our ideas on this subject, not only that cih-
zens are made progressively, but that such a
mode is absolutely necessary to be pursued in
every act of Parliament for the naturalization of
foreigners. )

‘The same learned Judge then goes on to show
the attempts that were made to introduce a ge-
neral system of naturalization, and how they
failed; and that, to this day, even of their meri-
torious naval and military characters they make
an exception, as to sitting in Parliament, &c.
and holding grants of land from the Crown,
within the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire-
land. After this, I presume, it will not be con-
tended that we cannot _found our law on the
principle of a progressive and probational na-
turalization. . .

With respect to the apprebation which & fo-
reigner ought to acquire belore he becomes a ci-
tizen, I am most clear, and as arguments enough
have been used to place it in its strongest point
of light, T will not trouble the commtttee with
a repetition; but I believe it essentially neces-
sary to render the American name as honorable
as 1t merits,

Mr. Lawrevce knew that Congress had
power to say on what terms aliens should be ad-
mitted to the rights of citizenship, and affix any
length of residence they thought proper; so that

[Fxuruary 4, 1790..

N

there was no occasion to bring a commentator -

on the English law to prove it to him. But he
contended, that when the alien was admitted to
the right of citizenship, that the law of the Uni-
ted States could not vary any of the effects of
that citizenship in the State to which he belong-
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ed. He would elucidate this, by referring to
the Constitution and practice of this State. Ne
person in New York ean be paturalized but by
an act of the Legislature; and when be isnatu-
ralized, there are certain rights which, perhaps,
he cannot exercise, because he*is not qualified
according to the terms of the Constitution. For
example, he wmay not vote for Representatives
in Assembly, unless he has resided six months
in the State. Now, the act of Assembly natu-
ralizing him, cannot bestow en him the right of
voling, unless he either has before, or shall af-
ter, resile 1n the State for the term of six
months. He contended, that the law of the
United States could not alter ihe right of any
man to vote after six months’ residence in New
York, truvnded ‘he had conformed to the laws
of the United States, in remaining one year, as
the words, now moved to be struck ou t, seemed
to imply. It is undoubtedly a guestion of poli-
cy, how long a person shall remain here befoie
he is admitted to the rights of a citizen; but as
a short term appeared to him to be best, he wi

for siriking out the words proposed: .

Mr. Jacesox understond the gentleman yes-
terday, as having advanced the argnment to
which he replied; but, if he was mistaken in
regard to him, some other gentleman had made
the observatien, and the authority he adduced
wonld serve to do away any doubts it might have
given rise to.

Mr. HontingTon.—The terms of the bill are
too indefinite; they require the emigrant to take
an oath that he intends te reside in the United
States; but hew long, and for what purpose, are
not rtgined. lii:: may determine to stay
here until he accomplishes a particular object;
and he may go info the mest obscure part of
the Union to take this oath. The community
certainly will not be benefited by such emi-
grants, and therefore they ought not be admait-
ted fo the privileges of citizenship. 'The maode
of naturalization, pointed out in this bill, is
much too easy. In the State to which Ibelong,
said he, no person could be naturalized, but by
an act of the Legislature; the same 1s the case
in several of the other States, and in Britain.
He never knew a good inhabitant, who wished
to be admitted to the rights of citizenship, but
what found this mode sufficiently easy. The
term that an emigrant should reside ought to
be sufficiently long to give him an opportunity
of acquiring a knowledge of the principles of
the Government, and of those who are most
proper to administer it; otherwise he cannot
exercise his privilege with any advantage to
himself, or to the community. He therefore
wished that the clanse might be amended, in
such 2 manner as to leave the naturalization of
foreigners to the State Legislatures. .

Mr. CrLyMer was of opinion, that for_elﬁners
ought to be gradually admitted to the rights of
citizens; and that a residence for a certain time
should entitle them to hold property; but that
the higher privileges of citizens, such as elect-
ing, or being elected into office, should require

a-longer term;. permitting these rights to.be'as-
sumed, and exereised at Esﬁorter ]i:rioﬂ, ‘would
not operate as any inducement to persons. te
emigrate; as the great object of emmgration: is
generally .with_the view of procuring a more
comfortable subsistence, or to better the circum -
stances of the individuals: the exercise of par-
ticular privileges was but a secondary censi-
deration. He then observed, that it might be
goud policy to admit foreigners to purchase and
hold fands im fee simple, without ever coming
to America; it would, perhaps, facilitate the
borrowing of money of Europeans, if they could
Ftake mortgages, and be secura. ~One Stiate
(Pennsylvania) had granted thisliberty to aliens,
and they have experienced no inconvenience
therefrom; he wished Congress to pass a simi-
lar law, and was convinced it would not be dis-
honorable.

Mr. SToNE gave it as his opinion, that a per-
son. who meant to gualify himself for becoming
a citizen of the United States, ought to take the
cath of residence and allegiance within six
mouths, and be thereupon entitled to held pro-
perty; but that he should not be capgble of
holding an office, or electing others into dhne, for
seven years. . .

Mr. Bunkge.—Unless sowe residence is re-
quired, it may be attended with confusion. In
large cities, like Boston, New York, or Phila- .
delphia, an election may be carried by the votes
of the body of sailors who happened to be in
port. If the French fleet was here at such a
time, and a spirit of party strongly excited,
perhaps one of the candidates might get the
crews of every ship in the fleet, and after qua-
lifying them, by taking zn oath of no definite
meaning, carry them up to the hustings, and
place himself or his friend on this floor, contra-
ry to the voice of nine-tenths of the city. Even
a residence of one year is toe short, it ought to
be two, thrge, or four; but seven is too leng.
Indeed, the whole of this bill seems somehow
objectionable; there are some cases also omit-
ted, which may show the necessity of recom-
mitting it. i

The case of the children of American parents:
born abroad ought to be provided for, as was
done in the case of English parents, in the 12th
year of William I[1. "There are several other
cases that ought to be likewise attended to.

Mr. Pace had fiven his sentiments yester-
day, and was clearly against throwing any ob-
stacles in the way of good men desirous of be-
coming citizens. .

Mr. Lze did not approve of the motion; but
was in favor of as short a term as would be con-
sistent, because he apprehended it would tend
considerably to encourage emigration.

Mr. SenEY thought Congress had no right to
intermeddle with the regulations of the several
States, while preseribing 2 rule of naturaliza-
tion. If they were disposed to say that two, three,
or four years® residence in the United States
was proper, before an alien should be eligible to

an office under the General Government, they
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might; but after they have admitted a foreigner
to citizenship, he did not believe they were au-
thorized to except him, for twe years more,
from being capable of election, or appointment
to any office, islative, Executive, or Judi-
cial, onder the State Governments, provided
the State laws or constitutions admit him ata
shorter J)enod Nor did he believe Congress
could admit foreigners to such privilege sv ear-
ly as two years in_States requiring a longer
term of probation. He had, however, nonhjec-
tion to foreigners being admitted to hold pro-
perty, withouf any previous residence; but he
did not like the idea of admiitting them to a par-
ticipation_in the Goveroment, without a resi-
dence sufficiently loyg to enable them to under-
stand their duty. As the bill was not satisfac-
tory to his mind, in its present forin, he would
vote for a recommitment.

Mr. Jaceson had an objection to any persons
holding land in. the United States without resi-
dence, and an intention of bécomifig a citizens
under such a regulation the whole Western
Territory wmight be purchased ep by the inhabi-
tants of England, France, or other foreign na -
tions; the landholders might combinezand send
out a large tenantry, and have thereby such an
interference in the Government as fo overset
the principles upon which it is established. It
will be totally subversive of the old established
doctrine, that allegiance and land go together;
a person owing no allegianice to a Sovereign
ought not te hold lands under ifs protection,
because he cannot be called vpon and obliged
to give that support which invasion or insurrec-
tion may render necessary. But, with respect
to vesidence and probation, before an alienis en-

- titled to the privilege of voting at elections, I

L.

am very clear it is necessary; unless gentlemen
mean to render the rank of an Awmerican citi-
zen the maygame of the world. Shall stories
be told of our citizenship, such as [, have read
ift the Pennsylvania Magazine of the citizen-
ship there? If my memory serves me right, the
story runs, that at a contested election 1n Phi-
ladelphia, when parties ran very high, and no
stone was left untugned, on either side, to car-
ry the election, most of the ships in the harbor
were cleared of their crews, who, ranged under
the masters and owners, came before a Magis-
trate, took the oath of allegiance. and paid hall
a crown tax io the Collector, as the Constitu-
tion required, then went and voted, and decid-
ed the contest of the day. On the return of
one of the vessels, whose crew had been em-
ployed in the affair of the election, they fell in
with a shoal of porpuises off Cape Henlopen:
“Ha!”? said one of them, *“what merry com-
pany have we gothere! I wonder where they are
going so cheerflully?” ** Going,” replied one
of his comrades, ** why, going to Philadelphia,
to be sure, to pay taxes, and vote for Assembly
men!? I hope, Mr. Chairman. we have mare
respect for our situation as citizens, than to ex-

pose purselves to the taunts and jeers of n derid-
g world, by making that situation too cheap.

Mr. S, (of S. C.) admitted the preprie-
ty of recommitting the bill; but he wished soeme
principles to be first established for the direc-
tion-of the committee; for, at-present, he was at
a loss to conceive what was the prevailing opi-
nion. . Many gentlemen had suggested new
ideas, which sccasioned new dificulties; he
hoped they would settle and remove some of
them before they rose. 'I'he gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. Seney) has observed, that we
have no right to declare vpon what terms an
alien shall be-admitted fo the offices of the State
Governments; the same argument extends also
to the voters. 'This opinion opens a new field
of argument, and enﬁrel‘y changes the system;
it ought, therefore, to be decided. Forhis part.
he was of vpinion, that an uniform rule of natu-
ralization woald extend to make a uniform rule
of citizenship pervade the "whole Continent,
and decide the right of a foreigner to be admii-
ted {o elect, or be elecled, in any of the States,

He would suggest another idea for considera-
tion. W hatis to become of thase inchoate rights
of citizensiip, which are not yet completed?
Can the Government, by an ex post facto law,
deprive an alien of the advantage of such an in-
choate right?

Mr. Seney. —The gentleman last up has hf-
ferent ideas of the jurisdiction of the United
States from me. He believes we have not only
the power of prescribinsithe qualifications of cur
own officers, but the officers of every State in
the Union; but I coneeive, with respect to the
latter, we have nothing te do. We can ge no
{urther than fo prescrbe the rule by which it
can be determined wheo are, and who are not
citizens; but we cannot say they shall be
entitled to privileges in the different States
which native citizeus are not entitled to, until
they have performed the conditions amnexed
thereto. .

Mr. Borke said, no person ought to be per-
mitted to inherit by descenf, in America, unless
the same privilege was reciprocated by other
nations; perhaps this point would be properly
seitled by treaty, and it wuuld be welkto intro-
duce a provisionary clanse to this effect. He
was also in favor of admitting foreiguers to hold
lands on easy terms, if they would come to re-
side among us; and here he would take an op-
portunily of doing justice to some of them, as it
might be supposed, from what had fatlen from
various parts of the House, that foreizners, edu-
cated under a Monarchy, were inimical to the
pure principles of Republicanism. He was
convinced that this doctrine was untrue, be-
cause he had often remarked, that foreigners
made as good citizens of Republics as the na-
tives themselves. Frenchmen, brought up un-
der an absolute Monarchy, evinced their love of
liberty in the late arduous struggle; many of
them are now worthy citizens, who esteem and
venerate the principles of our Revolution. Emi-
grants from KEngland, Ireland, and Secotland,
have not been behind any in the love of this
country; so there is but little occasion for the
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Jealousy which to be entertained for the
preservation of the Government.
Mr. CLymer observed, that though Congress
have anthority to make a uniforar rule of natu-
ralization th t the States, yet it was not
true that it would apply with equal advantage
to them all; that it might be proper every where,
indeed, that aliens should be admitted, early, to
the inferior rights of citizens, but that it would
be unsuitable they should be admiited to the
higher privileges at the same period, in all the
States, however differently circumstanced. In
States newly formed, it might be useful to fix
a short periad; but in the ofd States, ﬁlli{peo-
gizd, he did not think the longest which had
n mentioned too great; for this reason he

thought the power of naturalizing should be re-
ferred to the States, to make suc provision as
they pleased, and therefore approved the re-
commitment; but not till the House had
on to a following clause; which respects the ob-
Jects of the bill. When that came under con-
sideration, he theught it might be both a gene-
Tous and wise policy to make an easy way to
the return of those, with exception to one cha-
racter only, who had been once citizens of the
United States, and who would, many of them,
gladly again become so; he meant the refugees,
who were adding to the wealth and strength of
a Power no ways friendly to us,and are actual-
1y injuring some of the States by the rivalship
they create in the fisheries.

ﬁr, Tucker thought the bill must be recom-
naitteds bat he did not wish it done till the sense
of the House was known on some of the various
points that had presented themselves during the
slebate. With respect to the latter part of the
furst clause, he agreed with the gentleman from
Maryland, (Mr. Sexey,) that we ought te pro-
vide a rale of naturalization, without attempt-
ng to define the particular privileges acquired
thereby under the State Governments. By the
Constitation of the United States, the electors
of the House of Representatives are to have the
qualifications requisite for electors of the most
numerous branch of the State Legislatures, He
presamed it was to be left to the discretion of
the State Constitations, who were to be the
electors of the State Legislatures, and_there-
fere the General Government had no right to
interfere therein. “The motion he had made for
striking out the words, **and shall have resid.
ed within the United States for one whole
year,” not coming up to, or sufficiently explain-
ing his wishes, he would withdraw, and pro-
pose to new model Lhe clause, so as to al
aliens to be admitted to so much of the rights
of citizenship as to be able to hold lands, upon
taking the necessary oaths; but not toelect. or
be elected, to any office under the General Go-
vernment, antil they had resided three years
within ‘the United States; with a proviso, that
the titles to real estates shonld not be valid, un-
less they continged to reside for the term of
three years in America.

75

-pogitive mode to enable themr to

‘several States, threw some li

Mr. HarTLEY observed, that the subject was
entirely newy and that the cemmittee: had no
decidé; the
regulations of the
but not sufficient to enable-them to-discover
what plan of naturalization would. be agéept-
able under a Government like this. -Somé gen-
tlemen had objected to the bill, withoutattend-
ing to all its parts, for a_ remedy was. therein
rovided for some of the inconveniencies that

ave been suggested.. It was said, the bifl
o:ﬁht to exten%?to the exclusion of Ihose who
had trespassed against the laws.of foreign na-
tions,"r been convicted of a capital offence in
any foreign kingdom; the last  contains
4 proviso to that eﬂ!ect, and. he had another
clause ready to present, providing.for the chil-
dren of American citizens, born out-of the Uni-

practice of England, and the

sed | ted States. -

Mr. Liveanore thought the bill very imper-
fect, and that the committee ought to rise, and
recommend it to be ceferred to a select com-
mittee; ohserving, that it was extremely diffi-
cult for fifty or sixiy persons to arrange and
make a system of a variety of motions and ob-
servations that had been brought forward.

Mr. Sepewick was in-favor of the committee
rising. He did not recollect an instance where-
in gentlemen’s ideas had been so various as on
this occasion; motions and observations were
piled on the back of each other, and the cofa-
mittee, from the wantof understanding the sub-
ject, had involved themselves in- a wilderness
of matter, out of which he saw no way to extri-
cate themselves but by the rising of the com-
mittee. N - .

Mrc. Sumrrn, (of 8. C.,) as a mewmber of the
Committee of the whole, wished ta take. s
share of the blame for not understanding the
subject; but he thought, nevertheless, that some
of the points suggested had been so fully dis-
cussed, as to enable them to decide, particalars
ly with respect to residence. )

Mr. Pacs did not approve of the rising of the
committee, until they bad expressed their sense
on the point they had had so long under consi-
deration. :

nor nor interest of the United States to admit
aliens to the rights of citizenship indiscriminate-
ly; he was clearly in faver of a term of proba-
tion, and that their good behavior should be
vouched for. He suggested the idea of lodgiig
the power of admitting foreigners to be naty-

1ralized in the District Judges.

Mr. Sepewick meant to blame no gentle-
man, and hoped no gentleman understood him
to intend sucﬂea thing. He conceived himself
as much in fault as any member, because he had
not yet turned his attention so seriously to the
subject as he ought.

On the question being put, the .committee
rose and reported, and the bill was recommit-
ted to a committee of ten.

M. SyLvesTER thoughit it neither for the ho:\

i
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averaged two hundred and fifty Spanish milled
dollars, besides which, they were paid by the
town the Continental wages. These towns were
to receive of Congress the soldiers’ pay, in order
to reimburse themseltes; but they gave the
Continental pay up tc the soldier; they let him
have his final settlement. and were satisfied that
the war was over, and the great object which
they had in view was accomplished. "This was
a gratuity to the soldier, he received it, thanked
them for it, and spent it. Perhaps soldiers
were never better paid in any part of the world.
"There must certainly, then, be some improprie-
ty in the term so {requently used, ** the poor
soldier.” A fair and 1
facts has shown that the American soldiery
has been well paid, much better than the offi-
cers.

Mr. Goopnuk sbserved, that the gentleman
from Virginia, who has advocated this discrimi-
nation, having acceded to the proposition, that
a contract, fairly understood by the contracting
parties, and where a proper consideration was

given, ought, upon no terms whatever, to be;
vioiated, it became the committee to try the:

question by this standard; and, it sometimes
happens, that we arc so blinderd by existing cir-
cumnstances, that, by reversing the scene in our

minds, we are more likely to detect an errone- !

ous sentiment, than by any other argument.
Let us suppose, for a moment, that the late war
had been prolonged to a degree, that the debt

contracted in its prosecation became so enor-'

mously large, that the abilities of the United
States would enable them to pay but five shil-
lings in the pound. and a number of persons,
who had purchased securities at ten shillings,
should come forward, and pray they might be
authorized to call upon the original proprietors

impartial statement of

taken of an assigned security, which assignment
was legalized 1n the very security itself, what
would have been the consequences? WWould it
not have put a period to our credit and exer-
tions? Would not such a principle, now esta-
blished, be an effectual bar to our future credit?

He acknowledged that the case of many sol-
diers, and others, who, [rom necessity, were ob-
liged to part with the pledges of their public
service fora small consideration, was peculiarly
hard, and they were entitled to our compassion
and generosity; but not at the expense of our
national honor and solemn engagements.

On motion, the committee now rose, and re-
ported progress.

WepyEspay, February 17.

Mr. LIVERMORE, {rom the committee to wiom
was recommitted the bill for establishing an
uniform rule of naturalization, presented an
amendartory bill, which was read for the first
time; and

Mr. Bourkg, from (he committee appointed
for the purpose, reported a bill to promote the
- progress of the uselul arts, which was also rcad
tor the first time.

PUBLIC CREDIT.

The House again went into a committee on
“ the report of the Xecretary of the Treasury. Mr.
BiLpwiy in the chair.

Mr. Mapisox’s proposition sull under consi-
deration.

Mr. Page.—I do not wish to trouble the
i committee with a formal awrzument in favor ot
| the motion offered by my colleague; but [ wish
i to inquire of the gentlemen 1n opposition, whe-
" ther they conceive the principles upon which 1t
1is zrounded to be unjust® [ observe, that their

to refund five shillings of the purchase money: ; replies have gencrally gone against the practi-
can any one doubt what the answer would be? ' cability of the measure; but that does not prove
Would they not be told, from all quarters, that | to me that it 1s incquitable. It there s justice
they purchased on the contingency of the pub- n the case, we must not cousider the difliculty
lic ability® "That it might have happened, that j of the attempt. I trust. if it ~hall be found (o
they would have got twenty shillings for what ! stand on the foundation of immutable justice,
cost them but ten. It has turned out different- ! that its piacticability will be demonstrated.

ly; they took the risk upon themselves. and.
therefore, must abide the loss. This has been
the understanding which has universally pre-
vailed; and every transaction of the United
States relative to assigned securities, as well as
the security itself, in its very fuce, establishes
such an understanding.

. He further observed, that, agreeably to his
idea, public credit became a desirable object.
chietly for this reason. that, in times when great
exertions became necessary, the public might
avail themselves of services and supplies, be-
yond what they have money on hand sufficient-
ly to command. This was to be done only by
promissory obligations, and, in order to have
any effect, and answer the purpose, they must
be made assignable. He then asked, if the
principle of a discrimination contended for, had
existed during the late war; or, if it had been
understood any advantage was alterwards to be

! However, | shall not enter on that grouund., but
ileave it to my colleague, who has so ably sup-
| ported it on the other.

[ would, however, bez zentlemnen to answer
these questions, and show to my mind the in-
justice of the United States complying with
their cngagements made to the first holders of
certificates, as far as the case,and their abilities,
will permit, Or where is the justice of duing
more for the assignce than he, or his assignor,
expected could or would be done? Where is
the breach of faith in Government, if it paye its
whole debt, with a justice, blended with mercy,
resembling (hat of Heaven itself, making im-
partial retribution among the children of men,
on the great day of accounts? Where is the
propriety of branding a measure of this nature
with epithets of infamy? Or using such harsh
expressions as have issued like a torrent from
a gentleman on the other side of (he House? S¢

End of main debates.
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But a-strong and irresistible argument was
drawn from its leading to the assumption of the
whole debit side of the account; when ihe ba-
lance only ought to be provided for.

. The question was now taken on the amend-
ment as amended, and it was decided in-the
negative, 22 for and 28 against it. ‘

he committee then vose, and reported -pro-
gress, and the House adjourned.

Wepnespay, March 3.

Mr. Ames, from the committee to whom was
recommitfed the bill to provide for the remis-
sion or mitigalion of fines, forfeitures, and pe-
nalties, in certain cases, presented an amenda-
tory bill, which was read the first time.

RULE OF NATURALIZATION.

The House then went into a Committee of the
whole on the bill to establish an uniform rule of
naturalization, Mr. Bexsox in the chair; and
having made several amendments thereto, the
comuitiee rose and reported them to the House;
which being agreed to, the bill, as amended,
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.

PUBLIC CREDIT.

Myr. CarroLL noved to discharge the Com-
mittee of the whole on the Report of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, from the consideration of
that part which related to the assunption of the
State debts.

Mr. Syta (of 8. C.) hoped the commitiee
would not be discharged from the further con-
sideration of thal important subject; but rather

. wished the House would resolve itself into a

comunittee, according to.the order "of the day,
and proceed in the discussion of the report.
My SE~EY thought it was to be understood
in consequence of the resolution passed yester-
day, requiring the Secretary to report the ways
and means of providing for the State debts in
case of an assumption, that nothing further was
to be done in the business until the House re-
ceived that report; if this was not the conse-
quence, the requisition was totally useless, He
therefore lioped the motion of “his colleague
would obtain.

Mr, Lawnexcr expected that gentlemen
would have been contented {o have waited for
the mformation the House had ordered to be
laid before them, and therefore could not help
feeling some degree of surprise at the present
maotion, which went to discharge the committee
from cver considering the subject again. He
believed it proper to give the Secretary’s pro-
positious a fair and candid discussion, that so
‘they might come to a just decision. If any of
them should turn out to be improper, it was the
duty of the House to say so in an open and un-
disguised manner, and not to evade 1t by an in-
direct method. The question of assumption
was of considerable finportance, and merited
the most candid treatment. If the gentlewan
says, that it is only to discharge the committee
for the present, what occasion is there for the

motion, when the object can be elfected by let-
ting the business before the cotnmittee remain
in its present state for two or three days till the-
report is brought forward. From this view, he
was led to believe that the motion would only
tend to give the go-by to a great national ques-
tion, which the public interest required to be
thoroughly discussed. .

Mr. CarrorL.—I am obliged to the gentle-
man last up for the candid manner in which he
has delivered his sentiments; though, at the
same time, I cannot say that I feel inyselt under
any obligation to him for his opinion of my can-
dor, or rather want of it. When I introduced
the subject, 1 mentioned it to several gentle-
men, who agreed with me that there would be-
an impropriety in determining the question- of
assumption, until the information which they
yesterday required of the Secretary was laid
before the House; and it seeed to be a neces-
sary consequence that the further proceedings
of the commitiee should Dbe stopped on that
head- When I made the motion, I said -that
the probability of carrying the measure through
was increased iu proportion as-+the House ob-
tained informmation, which.plainly evinced my
desire that it should be discussed under the
most advantageous circumstances, yet the gen-
tleman has undertaken to doubt my sincerity in
what I said. If he judges of me from the sin-
cerity of his own breast, I leave it with him to
make the applicalion; but, sir, I do not know
that any man can, or dare arraign my want of
candor on any occasion, in either my public or
private conduct, ’ . .

Mr. Lawrexce did not mean to arraign the
gentleman’s candor; he was very well satisfied
that his public conduct had ever been such as to,
place him beyond the reach of censure; and if
the gentleman had suspected him of such de-
sign, he now made the most open disavowal of
it.  But he thought the notion unnecessary, as
it had not been proposed to proceed in the in-
vestigation of the Secretary’s Report to-day..

Mr. Mapison was very well assured that the
intention of his worthy friend from Marylaud
was perfectly just and upright, and furnished rio
ground for an apprehension that the motion was
mtended to throw that part of the Secretary’s
Report out of view, or indirectly ov uncandidly
to wave thedecision. But, perhaps, if the motion
was altered to accommodate precisely with this
honorable iuntention, it should be to discharge
the Cominittee of the whole until the Report
shall be made by the Secretary of the Treasury;
s0 that when the inlormation came forward, they
could go on and treat this proposition likeall the
others, with the respect due to it, and eventu-
ally decide it fairly and candidly.

Mr, CarnoLr.—I perfectly agree to the
amendment proposed by the gentleman from
Virginia; it was my 1ntention, from the first,
that the committee should be discharged for the
present [rom that part of the Report, and pro-
ceed with the other, which T consider in its na-
ture totally distinct. I would not delay making
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Mr, Gezry had not changed his opinion,
though he wished for a delay of the whole busi-
ness, until it could be regularly proceeded on.

en he opposed the calling for ways and
means, he did it because he thought it unneces-
sary, and from an apprehension that the Secre-
tary might not be prepared to make it; for he
-was satisfied the Secretary would not pledge
himself for a system of revenue that he had not
time thoroughly td consider, as to its effects and
avails; however, if he was unfounded in his ap-
ﬁ_rehensions. and the Secretary was able to make
is Report, in the short time mentioned by the
ﬁentleman from New York, (Mr. LawrEeNce,)
e was glad to find his mistake; and joined with
gentlemen in the agreement to suspend the
question of assumption for the present.

Mvr. Frrzsivons expected the Secretary’s
Report would be in to-day, or to-morrow at
furthest; he was somy for the disagreement
which seemed to take place on (his question, and
recommended an accommodalion as {he most
likely way to bring the business to a satisfactory
termination. He thought the motion could only
be of use, in case the order of the day was called
for; but if no gentleman was desirous of going
into a committee, the motion was unnecessary,

. He hoped, therefore, the worthy gentleman who |

moved if, would now withdrawait.

Mr. Carrovr said, he would not have per-
sisted in his motion, it it had been treatedl as he
expected it deserved; but after seeing the man-
ner in which it was opposed, he shol.ﬁd adhere,
and have the question put. .

Hereupon the question was taken, and it
passed m the negative, twensy for and twenty-
eight against it.

NATURALIZATION.

The House then went into a Committee of
the whole on the naturalization bill, and having
agreed to some amendments, rose, and reported
the bill as amended: whereupon, it was ordered
to be engrossed,and reada third time to-morrow.

- Tuurspay, March 4.

Bexyamin ConTER, from Maryland, appeared
and took his seat. :

The engrossed bill to establish an uniform
rule of naturalization, and to enable aliens to
hald Jands under certain vestrictions, was read
the third time, arid passed:~~"""

) USEFUL ARTS. :

The House resolved itsell into 2 commiitee
of the whole on the bill to promote the progress
of useful arts, Mr. Bexsox in the chair,

The bill was read, and discussed by para-
graphs.

The clause which gives a party a right to ap-
peal toa jury from the decision of referees, it was
moved should be struck out, This motion was
-opposed, on the ground of deprivingthecitizen of
a right to which he is entitled, as improper in it-
self,as causes of very great magnitude may be de-
pending, which it may be highly improper to sub-
mit to thé decision of three men only, two of
which tay be so differently interested, as never

to agree—so that the decision may finally result
from the influence of the person nominated by
the Secretary of State. On the other hand it
was said, that it appears highly improper that
Juries should be called to judge upon matters
that they may not be supposed competent to
form a judgment of=—these trials will a ways re-"
late to matters of invention, &c. of which three
persons may be found with much greater ease
who are competent to judge, than twelve; that
the right of trial by juries s not universal; and
in the present case, there will be a much greater
probability of having justice done by arbitrators,
who are men of science, &c. The motion for
striking out was carried in the affirmative.

The committee proceeded further in the dis-
cussion of the bill, but rose without completing
it, and the CHAIRMAN reported progress. ;

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

The Speaxer laid before the House a Repart
from the Secretary of the Treasury, proposing
additional duties to meet the payment of the in-
terest on the debts of the individnal States,
which was read and referred. [For which see
Appendix.] : . -

Fripay, Marcl 5.

A memorial of the late officers of the Soyth
Carolina line on Continental -establishment was
presented to the House dnd read, praying that
provision may be made for securing to them
payment on the six months’ pay granted them
by certain resolutivns of the late Congress, and
which they have never yetreceived. Referred
to the Secretary of the Treasury.

Myr. FosTeR, from the committee appointed
for the purpose, made a report on the petitions
of the people called Quakers, and also of the
Pennsylvania Society for promoting the aboli-
tion of Slavery.

A petition from Catharine Greene, relict of
the late General Nathaniel Greene, was read,
praying thatan inquiry may he had on the claims
and ‘petition ot her lafe husband, as exhibited to -
the late Congress, 22d August, 1785. Referred
te a commitfee. _ )

The House then went into a Committee on
the bill for remitting fines, &c. and having gone
through and reported the same, with amend-
wments, it was ordered to be engrossed.

Then the House- went into a Committee on
the bill to promote the progress of the useful
arts, having amended and reported the same, it
was likewise ordered to be engrossed. *

A message was received from the Senate, in-
formed the House that they have passed a bill to

accept the cession of a certain district of West- -

ern Country, to which the concurrence of the
House is requested. Also, a resolution for oblig-
ing vessels to comply with State inspection laws.

Monxpay, March 8.
Joun Vinixe, [rom Delaware, appearcd and
took his seat. .
The bill for the remission of fines was read
the third tiume, and paszed.

-



1st congress 2nd session, Senate floor.

991

OF ‘DEBATES IN CONGRESS.

992

Magcu 22, 1790.]

Proceedings.

[Serazi.

— e

It being suggested that the Commitfees want-
ed time to perfect their reports,
I'he Semate adjourned.

Monpav, March 15.

Mr. Carrorr, from Maryland, attended.

Mr. Morrrs, on behall’ of the committee ap-
vointed on the 11th instant, upon the bill to
provide for the remission or mitigaiion of fines,
furfestures, and penalties, in certain cases, re-
poried amendments, which were postponed to
the third reading of the bill.

Ordered, "That to-morvow be assigned fov the
thivd reading of this bill,

The Scnate proceeded, agreeably to the or-
der of the day, to the second reading of the bill
tu (y:omntc the progress of usetul arts.

‘Ordered, Thatit be committed {o Messrs. Can-
woLyL, Jounson, Macray, Few and Parurson.

The Senate proceeded to consider the report
of the committee upon the bili to establish an
uniform-vule of naturalization: and after pro-
gress, went into consideration of the Exccutive
business postponed the 10th of March.

On wmotion, the Senate proceeded to consider

the report of the Committee appointed wpon the |

Presidens messages of the 9th and i8th of Feb-
ruary, respecting the difference that subsistsbe-
tween Great Britain and the United States, rel-
ative to the Bastern boundary.”

_ Ordered, That the consideration hereol be
further postponed.

Turspay, March 16.

The Senate proceeded (o the thirld reading of
the bill to provide for the remission or mitiga-
tion ol fines, lorfejtures, and penalties,in certain
cases; and the report of the Committee being
vead, after debate, the farther considevation of
the bill was postponed until to-morrow,

The Senate proceeded in the consideration
of theyeport ofp the commiltee on the bill to es-

tablish,an uniform rule of naturalization; and |
the veport of the committee thereon being read,

Ordered, That the [urther consideration heve-
of be postponed unlif to-morraw.

Ordered, 'That the bill to vest in Fraucs Bai
ley the exclusive privilege of making, using and
vending to others, puncﬁes for stamEing the ma-
trices of types and impressing marks on plates,
or any other substance, to prevent counterfeits,
upon a principle lg him invented for a term
of years, be referved to the committee appointed
yesterday (o take into_consideration the bill to
promote the progress of useful arts.”

A message from the House of Representa-
tives informed the Senate that they have passed
a bill making appropriations for the support of
Government for the year one thousand seven
hundred and vinety; to which they request the
concurrence of the Senate.

Ordered, That this bill have its ficst reading at
his time., ‘

Ordered, That this bill have the second read-
ing to-morrow.

Asnessage way received from the President
of the United States, informing the Senatp,
that the Legislature of Pennsylvania had vati-
fied and confirmed the third, fonrth, fifth, six&lh
seventh, eighth, nuth, tenth,  eleventh an
twelftharticles of the proposed Amendments to
the Constitution subwitted - to that body- by
Congress. :

Werprsspay, Macch 17,

The Senate proceeded to the second.reading
af the bill making appropriations for the sup-
port of government for the year one thousand
scven hundred and ninety. -

Ordered, ‘That the further consideration of-
this bitl be deferred until to-morvow,

The Senate procceded in the third reading
of the bill to provide for the remission or mitiga-
tion of fines, forfeitures, and penalties, in cér-
tain cases; and the report of the committee (here-
on being taken into consideration,

Ordered, That the vules be so [ar dispensed
with, as that this bill be again committed toa
special commiltee, to consist of Messrs, Reap,
Munmz Strone, ErisworTH, and Basserr,

The Senate proceeded in the zecond reading
of the bill to establish an uniforwm rule of natu-
ralizatipn; and the report of the committee
thereon being considered,

Ordered, That the further consideration of
this bill be postponed until to-morrow.

Trurspav, March 18,

The Senate proceeded in the second reading
of the bill to establish an uniform vule of patu-
ralization.

Ordered, 'That to-morrow be assigned for the
third reading of this bill,

The Senate proceeded iu the consideration of

{ the bill making appropriations for the support

of Government for the year 1796.
Ordered, "That it be committed to Messrs.
Frw,Jounsron, BuTLER, [zARD, and LAneDoN.

—

Fripay, March 19.

Mr. Rean, on behalf of the committee ap-
pointed March the 17th, to take into considera-
tion the bill to provide for the remission or mit-
igation of fines, forfeitures, and penalties in
certain cases, reported; which report was ac-
cepted as anamendment to the bll.

Resolved, That this bil do pass, with an amendment.

The Senate proceeded, agreeably to the or-
der of the day, to the third reading of the bill
to establish an uniform rule of naturalization.

Resolved, That this bill do pass, with an amendment.

Ordered, That a message be sent to the House
of Representatives, to acquaint them therewith,
and to request their concurrence in the amend-
ment.

Monnay, March 22.
The petition of Nathaniel Tracy was read,



